
Fraction Division with Equation Strings 

• These problems are 
arranged so that as 
students move down the 
column, they can extend 
their reasoning on one 
problem to solve the 
next, more challenging 
problem. 
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Counterintuitive ? ? 

The idea that the answer to a division problem 
can be greater than the number being divided 
(or that multiplication can result in a smaller 

number) is counterintuitive.  Students will only 
come to realize this understanding after many 

opportunities to visualize the impact of dividing 
(and multiplying) by a fraction less than 1. 
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Please use an area model or pattern blocks to 

illustrate your thinking. 



8 



Use your choice of models. 
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With your partner, create a “real life” word 

problem and model it. 
 

 

What are the advantages of teaching 

fraction division this way?  Disadvantages? 

 

Were there limitations of specific models? 


